Romeo and Juliet Questions:  Act II
Chorus—summary

The Chorus states that Romeo has cured his longing for Rosaline and is now in love wih someone who seems likewise unattainable.  Yet the young couple’s love ensures that they will find a way to meet.

Scene i—summary

Romeo enters the Capulets’ orchard.  Mercutio calls after him.  When Romeo does not respond, Mercutio and Benvolio depart, believing that Romeo is depressed over Rosaline.

Scene ii
1. Summarize Romeo’s soliloquy (lines 1-25).  What is Juliet doing while he speaks?

2. When Juliet says, “O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou Romeo?”  she is not asking where is Romeo.  What is she asking?  (Use your side notes.)

3. Juliet does not know that Romeo is standing beneath the balcony.  What has Romeo now learned about her feelings for him?
4. To what does Juliet compare their love (lines 116-120).  Is this a good comparison?

5. What might have prompted Juliet to discuss marriage so early?  What plans do the two of them make?  

Scene iii

1. Summarize the friar’s soliloquy.

2. How close of a relationship do Friar Laurence and Romeo seem to have?
3. Why does the friar think Romeo has sinned?

4. Explain what Friar Laurence means when he says:  “Young men’s love lies/Not truly in their hearts but in their eyes.”  Do you agree?

5. Why does the friar agree to marry Romeo and Juliet?

6. What advice does Friar Laurence give Romeo at the end of the scene?  Do you think Romeo will take his advice?

Scene iv—Summary

Mercutio and Benvolio looking for Romeo, reveal that Tybalt will challenge Romeo to a dual.  They fear that their lovesick friend is in no state for a fight with Tybalt, who is a talented swordsman.  Romeo enters, and Mercutio teases him about his behavior the previous night.  Next, the nurse enters.  Mercutio, still unaware of the relationship between Romeo and Juliet, insults the nurse.  Mercutio and Benvolio exit, and the nurse asks Romeo if his love is true.  He assures her it is and tells her to have Juliet come to Friar Laurence’s cell that afternoon to be married.

Scene v—Summary
Juliet waits impatiently for her nurse to return.  When the nurse enters, she further frustrates Juliet with her digressive questions and comments.  After chiding Juliet for being ungrateful, the nurse tells her Romeo’s plans.  Having been given leave to go to church that afternoon, Juliet will instead go to Friar Laurence’s cell.
Scene vi

1. Find a line that expresses foreboding.
2. What advice does Friar Laurence give Romeo about love?

3. How soon after meeting one another have Romeo and Juliet married?

4. What do you think would have happened if Friar Laurence had told Lord Capulet as soon as he learned that Romeo wanted to marry Juliet?
