“Boy at the Window” by Richard Wilbur

Notes on the author (p. 452):

Questions on “Boy at the Window”

1. Define Stanza—

The first stanza focuses on the boy. Where is he?

2. Why does the boy feel so sad that he weeps?

3. The second stanza focuses on the snowman.  Why is the ‘man of snow” content?

4. What word in the last line reveals why the snowman feels so sad for the boy that he weeps?

5. What word(s) in personify the weather conditions?  What detail(s) in the poem personify the snowman?
6. In line 8, the poet alludes, or refers, to the biblical account of Adam and Eve’s expulsion from Paradise.  Why does the poet compare the snowman to Adam?  

7. The boy and the snowman cry for each other.  In the poem, who acrually has more reason to feel sorry for the other?  In what ways is this ironic—just the opposite of what we might expect the situation to be?

8. Define alliteration—give three examples:

9. What is the theme of the poem.  (Consider the last line.)
